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Minutes 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by 
Pamela Melville, Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley Community Center, 100 N. 
East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Pamela Melville, Chairperson; Tom Brandt, Vice 
Chairperson; Kelly deJarnette; Traci Tucker 

B. Commissioners Absent:  Excused – Stephen Penner 
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Alexa Becerra; Jennifer Ito  
D. Staff Present:  Joel Glick, Community Services Director; Sarah Reid, Community 

Services Superintendent; Russ Robertson, Public Works Director; Denise Phariss, 
Administrative Assistant. 

E. Others Present:  Dale Melville, Reedley Rail-Trail Committee 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner deJarnette, that the 
minutes of July 25, 2013 be approved.  The motion carried. 

 
3. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
  
4. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Joel Glick handed out recent fliers and the newest Leisure Guide to all 
Commissioners.   

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Selection of Coach of the Year – The Commission reviewed all the applications 
that were submitted.  Although each was very deserving, the Commission decided 
that the person who had coached the longest was the most deserving of the 
award.  Motion by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner Tucker to 
chose Jaime Loreado as Coach of the Year.  Motion carried.   Both the 
Commission and city staff felt that all three should be recognized at the next 
Commission meeting.  Jaime Loreado will be recognized at City Council and have 
his picture on the Coach of the Year plaque that hangs in the Community Services 
office.   

B. Rail Trail Update – Russ Robertson updated the Commission on the plans to 
extend the Rail Trail from Buttonwillow to the Sports Park.  A CMAQ grant has 
been applied for and could conservatively fund the extension of the Rail Trail on 
the south end to the Sports Park.  There are some concerns they are dealing with.  
They had hoped to buy some property to extend the trail, but the property owner 
is not willing to sell at this time.  The present plan is to utilize the sidewalk on 
Huntsman.  Although it is not fully developed, once the joint corporation yard 
fueling station is built, the sidewalk will be utilized for the Trail.  Dale Melville 
reported that several clubs and organizations have stepped up to help maintain 
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the Trail.  A map showing the adopted sections of the trail was distributed to the 
Commissioners.  Adventist Heath donated $2,000 towards the purchase of a 
storage container for the groups to use to store equipment.  The Art Department 
at Reedley College will be painting a mural on the side of the container.  A 
combination lock will be placed on the container so each organization will have 
access to it.  Rod Johnson is donating the signage for each adopted section of the 
Trail.  Dale invited anyone to join the Rail Trail Committee meetings that are held 
on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6 pm in City Council Chambers.  Dale agreed 
to forward action items from the Committee to Denise who will forward to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission.   

C. City Council Assignments – Commissioners were asked to represent the 
Commission at City Council meetings.  A schedule was sent out to the 
Commission in which each Commissioner is assigned to a Council meeting.  Joel 
stressed that it isn’t a requirement, but simply a request that the Commission be 
represented at City Council meetings.   

 
6. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS – Sarah Reid reported that both youth reps 

were introduced to City Council at a recent meeting.  
A. Alexa Becerra – Asked what age group staff is targeting at Concerts in the Park?  

Sarah Reid explained that it is advertised as a family-friendly event.  Alexa 
suggested getting a band from the high school to draw a younger, teen audience.  
Both Reps volunteered to hand out fliers at the high school.   

B. Jennifer Ito – Volunteered at the bounce house at Concert in the Park.  Hard to 
control kids, but the kids seemed to have fun.  Sarah explained that Cruising for 
Jesus donates their bounce house for use at Concerts in the Park.   
 

7. STAFF REPORTS 
 A. Joel Glick 

1) Attended a small airports conference in Lake Tahoe in early September.  
Attended a variety of sessions and was able to meet one on one with the 
city’s FAA officer to secure $400,000 in grant funding to complete the 
security fencing project at the airport.  

2) No word yet on the grant application for Cricket Hollow Boat Launch 
project.  Notification may be received in December.   

3) The transit division has been going through some changes.  A full time 
person has been released.  Will be advertising for 2 part time drivers in 
order to provide better service during busy times.   

4) The Community Center has been busy this fall with multiple large events – 
three Saturdays in September are booked and and all of October.  In 
addition, City Council asked for a list of all special events held in the city 
over the last year or two.  The list was provided and Community Services 
staff was even surprised at the number of special events that staff 
coordinates.   

B. Sarah Reid 
1) Volleyball and Tiny Tots Flag Football registration has yielded 90 volleyball 

players and 30 flag football players.   
2) The next Concert in the Park will be October 5. 
3) Volunteers are still needed for the Fiesta Walk Run on October 12. 
4) Red Ribbon Rally/Halloween Carnival plans are underway.  Donations of 
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candy and cupcakes are needed.   
5) Parent spirit packs are now offered to parents of participants in the city’s 

youth sports programs.  Now parents can purchase Tshirts, sweatshirts, 
etc. to show their team spirit.   

 
8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 A. Commissioner Tucker 
  1) Great to see so many people helping to maintain the Rail Trail. 
  2) Encouraged everyone to come out for the Fiesta Walk Run. 
 B. Commissioner deJarnette 

1) Asked to receive the list that was provided to City Council of special 
events.   

 C. Commissioner Melville 
1) Asked the Commission to consider “How will we maintain our parks?” and 

“How do we get the funding to develop and maintain our parks?”  These 
are questions the Parks and Recreation Foundation are discussing.   

D. Commissioner Penner 
1) (Submitted in writing prior to the meeting).  At a recent Parks and 

Recreation Foundation meeting, time was spent talking about the Sports 
Park.  The Foundation is hoping to keep the park’s visibility high and on the 
radar of all in this community.  The theme of the Foundation meeting was, 
“Can we think creatively as a community to find a way to advance the 
Sports Park?”  Commissioner Penner asks himself as he drives through 
other communities that have 20, 30, 40 acres or more of green grass, 
ballfields, spash parks, playgrounds, etc., “Why not in Reedley?” 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                            
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant   Pamela Melville, Chairperson 
 
 
                                                                    
Joel Glick, Community Services Director 
 
 
Next meeting (special) date:  November 21, 2013 


